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NT cruise combines cars & camaraderie

STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY KAREN CARR KEEFE
Senior Contributing Writer

Each Monday from 5-9 p.m. this 
summer, “Cruisin’ the Wurlitzer” 
gears up for cars, conversation 
and camaraderie.

On June 5, row upon row of 
classic cars showed their age with 
pride at the Wurlitzer Building, 
908 Niagara Falls Blvd., North 
Tonawanda. Hot rods gleamed 
with glossy paint, and a smaller 
roster of rat rods ruled their turf 
with rust, rough edges and the 
rumble of unruly muffl ers.

Each car has a story behind 
its creation, and owners are gen-
erous in sharing the details and 
showing off the results of their 
hard work on these classic con-
versation pieces.

Dick Brownlee of North 
Tonawanda captured the spirit of 
the event.

“Most of these people bring 
their cars out and they put out 
their chairs and sit around. It’s 
a social event. They talk to each 
other and they walk around and 

talk to other people with the same 
kind of car or different car … or 
whatever,” he said. “It’s basically 
a social thing – go out and meet 
and greet – and show off what 
you got.” 

Brownlee has got a shark gray 
2015 Corvette.

On Memorial Day, “Cruisin’ 
the Wurlitzer” had 649 cars on 
display. This past week, it had 
a little over 350, which is about 
average, according to Joe Fol-
lendorf, founder and director of 
Pist’N’Broke Cruisers. He said 
the event has been held at the 
Wurlitzer Building since 2019, 

with the cooperation of the own-
ers – the families of William Irr 
and Tom Austin. Before that, the 
cruise was held in front of the Riv-
iera Theatre, starting in 2013, un-
til they outgrew the place, since 
they could fi t only 95 cars. 

Follendorf said, each week, the 
cruise honors veterans and of-
fi cially opens the night with the 
national anthem and closes with 
taps. This past Monday’s spe-
cial honoree was Richard Keil, a 
World War II veteran who turned 
102 on June 7. Vietnam Veter-
ans of America, Chapter 77 in 

The scene on Monday, June 5, at 
“Cruisin’ at the Wurlitzer” in North 
Tonawanda. • Paul Vallas and his 
1932 Ford. • Bill Slomba poses with 
his 1956 Chevy, built by his cousin, 
Bob Slomba. 

SEE COOL, continued on Page 9

Dan Buttery oversees a crew installing the “Lewiston Landing” metal letters.

‘LEWISTON LANDING’ 
sign unveiled

See completed sign photos online 
at www.wnypapers.com 

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS 
BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor

“Lewiston Landing” has ar-
rived at Lewiston Landing.

On Thursday, Black Lab Metal 
Fab artist and sculptor Dan But-
tery installed his new work in 
the middle of the North Water 
Street parking lot, in a desig-
nated area where concrete was 
poured last week. 

The two-tier marker is meant 
to be a point of pride both for 
Lewiston residents and for the 
tourists who visit each year.

On the top tier, “Lewiston” is 
displayed in 4-foot letters atop 
risers. Below that, “Landing” 
letters are 3 feet tall situated on 

6-inch platforms. Next to the 
wording sits a series of fi sh, 
each one just under 5 feet tall.

Buttery explained, “What I did 
was, on the letters, I just used 
regular metal. But I used a spe-
cial paint on them, which is basi-
cally a four-step process. It’s like 
a copper patina. So, what you do 
is you put a primer down, you 
put the copper paint, put aging 
solution, and then you put the 
sealant over top of it. And then 
the fi sh itself are going to be 
raw. They’re made out of stain-
less steel. They’re 10 different 
layers.”

He presented his artwork plan 
to the Village Board last July, 

SEE LEWISTON, on Page 2
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